Ibe Medieval Student

movement in English theology has been expounded
and discussed. From the old stone pulpit, of which
a fragment is fixed over the southern archway of the
tower, Peter Martyr delivered his testimony, Cole
sent Cranmer to the stake, and Wesley prefaced his
secession from the Church of England; from its
nineteenth century successor, John Keble began the
Oxford movement; Dr Pusey preached a sermon for
which he was suspended, and Newman (vicar 1831)
entered on the path to Rome.

The church is mentioned in Domesday Book, and
the north wall of the Lady Chapel, commonly known
as Adam De Brome's Chapel because the tomb of the
founder of Oriel is therein, may have been part of the
church as it stood at the time of the Domesday
survey. The tower and the spire date from the early
fourteenth century.

S. Mary's as we have it now is very much a Tudor
building. When William of Wykeham built New
College Chapel he set a fashion which soon converted
Oxford into a city of pinnacles.1 In the Perpendicular
style pinnacles were erected on Merton tower and
transept, on All Souls' Chapel, on Magdalen Chapel,
hall and tower ; nearly a hundred pinnacles decorated
the Schools and Library; the nave, aisles and chancel
of S. Mary's received the same ornaments, and
pinnacles in the same style were added to the clusters
of the fourteenth century tower and spire. These
were not high but observed a true proportion.

It was the grave fault of the excessively lofty
pinnacles (beautiful no doubt in themselves) which
were added in 1848,2 that they destroyed the true

1  See Professor Case's admirable  " Enquiry concerning
the Pinnacled Steeple of the University Church."

2 The present ones (1895) are a compromise, and repeat
the fault.
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